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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John W. Olver (D-1st District) sharply                criticized the Judiciary Committee's decision today to release the                video of President Clinton's grand jury testimony, and asserted                it is a purely political and partisan attack motivated by upcoming                November elections.              

"Clearly the Republicans have no intention of conducting a fair                and objective process.              

&nbsp;"Today, the Judiciary Committee did not address issues of                procedure for their inquiry, the standard for impeachment, or even                fairness -- just how to maximize embarrassment to the President.              

"In 1974 the Judiciary Committee deliberated for seven weeks to                determine what would be appropriate and fair procedures. At that                time, President Nixon was also allowed to have his&nbsp; representatives                present during those discussions.              

"We need to keep in mind that the President's grand jury testimony                represents only the prosecutor's view, and it includes no cross                examination.&nbsp; Release of this type of grand jury testimony                is unprecedented. If this procedure is used against the President,                then every citizen must fear that this procedure could be used against                each and every one of them," Olver said.              

The Judiciary Committee, comprised of 20 Republicans and 15 Democrats,                 met today behind closed doors to decide whether the President's                grand jury testimony should be made public. After a day and half                of contentious debate, all 20 Republicans, and only Republicans,                voted to publicly release the tape.              

The video will be released to the public Monday morning at 9:00                a.m.             
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